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Use of numbers  

In the period 2008-2012, I composed a song cycle named Shir ha T'fillah (Song of Prayer).  
During the process of composing, I was inspired by the music of the Synagogue.  
It led to 14 songs of which many were premiered during services of the Jewish congregation Beit 
ha Chidush (House of Renewal) in Amsterdam. Being a member of this congregation we 
(musicians from BHC) performed several songs of Shir ha T’fillah not only in the Uilenburger 
Synagogue yet in the Jewish Historical Museum and the Hollandsche Schouwburg in Amsterdam 
as well.  
In the song Adonai ro’i (the Lord is my Shepherd – Psalm 23) for example, I composed a set of 
22 motifs. These motifs represent the 22 letters of the Hebrew alphabet. The melody of the song 
Adonai ro’i is made from a chain of these 22 motifs. This technique of making a chain of motifs 
refers to the way the words of the Torah are sung. The singing of the words of the Torah is 
called leyning. In Judaism, the words of the Torah are sung instead of spoken to express the high 
importance of the words. To each letter of the Hebrew alphabet I wanted to compose a motif in 
which the origin, shape and sound of the letter would be pictured.   
Dealing with language and numbers was for me as a composer, something located in the field of 
aesthetics: ' if it sounds nice and it works well then I'm satisfied as a composer. '  
 
Meaning of numbers  
Of the tight bond between Jewish music, the Hebrew alphabet and numbers, I became aware 
during composing a harp composition named Herz (Heart) in 2015.  
Prof. Dr. Gideon Benavraham asked me to compose a piece in which the numers 528 would be 
used. So I composed a piece for harp in which all parameters were inspired by these numbers.   
Herz (German) would be Lev, meaning heart, in Hebrew.  
Lev is built from the letters Lamed (L) and Veit/Beit (V). In Hebrew, each letter has a numerical 
equivalent. Lev is 30 and Veit is 2. So the sum of Lamed and Veit is 32. The Tenach starts with 
the letter Beit/Veit and ends with a Lamed. Therefore, I saw a relation between the words Lev 
and the words of the Tenach.  
In my composition, I was asked to use the numbers 528 which I did. The triangular number of 
528 is 32. That means that when you count all numbers starting from 32 descending to 1, you're 
on a sum of 32. Because 32 is the number of Lev, I became aware there is a relationship between 
32 and 528.  
The title Herz is referring to the German word Hertz (Hz) meaning frequency. Gideon found out 
that the C2 in music in pure temperament has a frequency of 528 Hz. and wanted to research 
whether listening to 528 Hz would have healing powers. With his patients, he listened to my 528 
composition Herz and he told me the patients benefit from listening to the music.  
I am inspired by that. It means for me that I can contribute to Tikkun Olam (healing of the 
World).  
After Herz I composed Vayhi Or (Let there be Light – Genesis 1:3), a composition for flute, 
harp and voice. After Vayhi Or, I composed a work for two violins called Keshet (Rainbow) 
followed by Water Crystals, a composition for piano.  
Currently, I am composing a piece for symphony orchestra is which important numbers of 
Gematria are incorporated. Gematria is the science of numerology of Hebrew words.  
For my master thesis in 2013 I chose the topic ‘What is the influence of the Hebrew song on my 
work as a Jewish composer? At this moment, my core question is ‘What is the influence of 
Gematria on my work as a Jewish composer? The 528 project evoked this question and is a great 
importance of works to be composed in future.   


